
  
    Skip to menu
    Skip to content
    Skip to footer
  

    
    

  

  
  


  
    
      Menu
      
    

    
      
        [image: The University of Queensland]
      
    

    
      
        	Study
            
          
	Research
            
          
	Partners and community
            
          
	About
            
          


      
    

    
      
        Search

      
    

  


  
  
    
      
        Alumni and Community
      

    

    	
          
            Home          
                    
	
          
            Give to UQ          
                          	
                  
                      Give to UQ                    
                  
	
                        
                          Ways to give                        
                      
	
                        
                          Areas to support                        
                      
	
                        
                          Impact of giving                        
                      
	
                        
                          Philanthropy Trail                        
                      
	
                        
                          Giving societies                        
                      
	
                        
                          Get involved                        
                      
	
                        
                          Donor Impact Report                        
                      
	
                        
                          Gifts in Wills                        
                      
	
                        
                          Organisational units                        
                      
	
                        
                          Staff giving                        
                      
	
                        
                          The Queensland Commitment                        
                      


                    
	
          
            Benefits          
                          	
                  
                      Benefits                    
                  
	
                        
                          Alumni benefits                        
                      
	
                        
                          The Atrium: UQ Brisbane City                        
                      
	
                        
                          UQ ChangeMakers platform                        
                      
	
                        
                          'Career Hub' for UQ Alumni                        
                      
	
                        
                          Lifelong learning                        
                      
	
                        
                          Health & wellness                        
                      
	
                        
                          UQ alumni merchandise                        
                      
	
                        
                          UQ alumni travel program                        
                      


                    
	
          
            Your network          
                          	
                  
                      Your network                    
                  
	
                        
                          Alumni Friends                        
                      
	
                        
                          ChangeMakers                        
                      
	
                        
                          Young alumni                        
                      
	
                        
                          UQ Future Leaders                        
                      
	
                        
                          Global alumni networks                        
                      
	
                        
                          Notable alumni                        
                      
	
                        
                          Start a change reaction                        
                      


                    
	
          
            News          
                          	
                  
                      News                    
                  
	
                        
                          Contact magazine                        
                      
	
                        
                          Contact: digital editions                        
                      
	
                        
                          Podcasts & webinars                        
                      
	
                        
                          The Queensland Commitment                        
                      


                    
	
          
            Events          
                          	
                  
                      Events                    
                  
	
                        
                          All alumni events                        
                      
	
                        
                          3T Events                        
                      
	
                        
                          Back to UQ                        
                      
	
                        
                          ChangeMaker events                        
                      
	
                        
                          Global Connections                        
                      
	
                        
                          Regional Roadshow                        
                      
	
                        
                          UQ Alumni Book Fair                        
                      
	
                        
                          UQ alumni travel program                        
                      
	
                        
                          Young alumni events                        
                      


                    
	
          
            Awards          
                          	
                  
                      Awards                    
                  
	
                        
                          UQ Alumni Awards                        
                      
	
                        
                          How to nominate                        
                      
	
                        
                          Honorary awards                        
                      


                    
	
          
            Contact us          
                          	
                  
                      Contact us                    
                  
	
                        
                          Update your details                        
                      
	
                        
                          Our team                        
                      
	
                        
                          Contact magazine - submit a story                        
                      
	
                        
                          The University of Queensland UK Trust                        
                      
	
                        
                          The University of Queensland in America Inc.                        
                      
	
                        
                          UQ Telephone Engagement Campaign                        
                      


                    
	
        Study
              
	
        Research
              
	
        Partners and community
              
	
        About
              
	
        UQ home
      
	
        News
      
	
        Events
      
	
        Give
      
	
        Contact
      


  
  
    
      
        
          
            Search term
            
            
              
            
                        
          

        

      

    

  

  
    
      	
          
            UQ home          
        
	
          
            News          
        
	
          
            Events          
        
	
          
            Give          
        
	
          
            Contact          
        


    
  



  
  
    
      Alumni and Community
    

    
      Menu
    

  

  
    
      	
          
            Home          
                  
	
          
            Give to UQ          
                    Show Give to UQ sub-navigation
          	
                  
                    Ways to give                  
                
	
                  
                    Areas to support                  
                
	
                  
                    Impact of giving                  
                
	
                  
                    Philanthropy Trail                  
                
	
                  
                    Giving societies                  
                
	
                  
                    Get involved                  
                
	
                  
                    Donor Impact Report                  
                
	
                  
                    Gifts in Wills                  
                
	
                  
                    Organisational units                  
                
	
                  
                    Staff giving                  
                
	
                  
                    The Queensland Commitment                  
                


                  
	
          
            Benefits          
                    Show Benefits sub-navigation
          	
                  
                    Alumni benefits                  
                
	
                  
                    The Atrium: UQ Brisbane City                  
                
	
                  
                    UQ ChangeMakers platform                  
                
	
                  
                    'Career Hub' for UQ Alumni                  
                
	
                  
                    Lifelong learning                  
                
	
                  
                    Health & wellness                  
                
	
                  
                    UQ alumni merchandise                  
                
	
                  
                    UQ alumni travel program                  
                


                  
	
          
            Your network          
                    Show Your network sub-navigation
          	
                  
                    Alumni Friends                  
                
	
                  
                    ChangeMakers                  
                
	
                  
                    Young alumni                  
                
	
                  
                    UQ Future Leaders                  
                
	
                  
                    Global alumni networks                  
                
	
                  
                    Notable alumni                  
                
	
                  
                    Start a change reaction                  
                


                  
	
          
            News          
                    Show News sub-navigation
          	
                  
                    Contact magazine                  
                
	
                  
                    Contact: digital editions                  
                
	
                  
                    Podcasts & webinars                  
                
	
                  
                    The Queensland Commitment                  
                


                  
	
          
            Events          
                    Show Events sub-navigation
          	
                  
                    All alumni events                  
                
	
                  
                    3T Events                  
                
	
                  
                    Back to UQ                  
                
	
                  
                    ChangeMaker events                  
                
	
                  
                    Global Connections                  
                
	
                  
                    Regional Roadshow                  
                
	
                  
                    UQ Alumni Book Fair                  
                
	
                  
                    UQ alumni travel program                  
                
	
                  
                    Young alumni events                  
                


                  
	
          
            Awards          
                    Show Awards sub-navigation
          	
                  
                    UQ Alumni Awards                  
                
	
                  
                    How to nominate                  
                
	
                  
                    Honorary awards                  
                


                  
	
          
            Contact us          
                    Show Contact us sub-navigation
          	
                  
                    Update your details                  
                
	
                  
                    Our team                  
                
	
                  
                    Contact magazine - submit a story                  
                
	
                  
                    The University of Queensland UK Trust                  
                
	
                  
                    The University of Queensland in America Inc.                  
                
	
                  
                    UQ Telephone Engagement Campaign                  
                


                  


    
  





  
  
    
  
      
    

    
  
    

    
        
      

    
        
      
    [image: Contact Magazine]





    


      





  
    


  
    Should Australia consider bringing back conscription?
Read more













    


      





  
    


  
  
    
              Should Australia consider bringing back conscription?

                    
          	Read more


        

          


      











    
        
      
    
	
    
      
         Update your details        Have you changed your home address, phone number or email? Help us find you.


      

    
  
	
    
      
        Submit a story        Got a great story idea for Contact? Let us know about it.


      

    
  
	
    
      
        UQ Stories        You can now listen to your favourite Contact stories.


      

    
  
	
    
      
        Digital editions        Feeling nostalgic? Revisit our digital editions of Contact. 


      

    
  




    


      





  
    


  	Latest
	Alumni
	Research
	Learning
	Life at UQ
	Perspectives
	Sport
	Photos & Videos
	Yarning



    
  
    

  
    


  
        
  
  
      
          	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Spider venom for MND research receives funding


                                  

      Research using venom from a rare tarantula is one of two UQ projects which have received funding to develop treatments for motor neurone disease (MND).

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The Apple Vision Pro hasn’t really impressed consumers, but that isn’t the goal – for now


                                  

      The Vision Pro is the first new product category Apple has introduced since the Apple Watch in 2014. It marks the company’s foray into spatial computing. Analysts, markets and consumers have been quick to react – and not all positively.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The real cost of your chocolate habit


                                  

      Biologist Dr Wilma Hart explains how growing cocoa to make chocolate is having a negative impact on the world's environment and that African farmers are living below the poverty line to produce it.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              From the mountain’s peak, UQ student sets her eyes on the stars


                                  

      For as long as she can remember, Emerald Gaydon has set her eyes on the stars on her quest to become an astronaut. On a recent adventure to the Himalayas, she felt so close she could almost touch them.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Alien spacecraft allegations suggest the Pentagon has approved conspiracy theories – about itself


                                  

      Claims the US government has secretly retrieved crashed alien spacecraft and their non-human occupants are hardly new. Now, however, journalists Leslie Kean and Ralph Blumenthal have injected fresh vigour into these ageing claims – apparently with the Pentagon’s approval.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              COVID-19 can cause brain cells to 'fuse'


                                  

      Researchers at UQ have discovered viruses such as SARS-CoV-2 can cause brain cells to fuse, initiating malfunctions that lead to chronic neurological symptoms.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Research reveals ants inflict pain with neurotoxins


                                  

      UQ researchers have shown for the first time that some of the world’s most painful ant stings target nerves, like snake and scorpion venom.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Our cemeteries face a housing crisis too


                                  

      Australia’s housing crisis is no secret. What many people don’t realise is that there’s another, less visible housing crisis. Australia’s urban cemeteries are running out of space to house the dead.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Could the metaverse bring us closer to a sustainable reality?


                                  

      With the boom of technology like the metaverse, AI, and virtual reality, 'Contact' wanted to know what impact these technologies could have on the world’s sustainability goals.
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                              Behind Australia's diplomatic frontline


                                  

      A new book by UQ's Adjunct Associate Professor Ian Kemish shares an insider's perspective of international crisis management.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Knots that bind


                                  

      A UQ graduate's journey to reclaim Quandamooka weaving.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Gatton's Gloria days


                                  

      Sister Gloria Collins was UQ Gatton's matron for 25 years before retiring in 1982. Here, she recalls some highlights of providing nursing care for her many student charges.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Celebrating the Feeney Way


                                  

      UQ is celebrating the extraordinary generosity of Chuck and Helga Feeney, honouring the couple's significant philanthropic impact by naming the thoroughfare outside the iconic Forgan Smith building ‘Feeney Way’.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ athletes chase Commonwealth Games glory


                                  

      After making her debut for Hockeyroos and helping Australia claim bronze at the World Cup this month, UQ student Claire Colwill has also been named among a group of UQ athletes to compete at the 2022 Commonwealth Games.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              From the netball court to the paddocks: meet some of UQ's outstanding mid-year graduates


                                  

      UQ conferred 5400 students in July, including students who were unable to attend graduation ceremonies in 2020 and 2021. Get to know some of UQ's outstanding mid-year graduates.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Celebrating a venture capital pioneer


                                  

      Meet UQ's latest Honorary Doctorate recipient Bob Christiansen – a pioneer in Australian technology venture capital, proud father of twin daughters and an avid scuba diver.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Netball star Gabi Simpson graduates as valedictorian


                                  

      After 11 years of juggling the demands of an elite sporting career with study, Queensland Firebird Gabi Simpson has been acknowledged for her hard work and success, graduating from The University of Queensland as valedictorian.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              From Oxford to the farm


                                  

      How the first female Rhodes Scholar became a champion for the agricultural industry.
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                              The word on Wordle


                                  

      From cracking riddles to commiserating online, UQ experts explore the viral puzzle game, Wordle.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Game, set, match: Barty, the ‘Special Ks’ and a new era for tennis


                                  

      Australia has fallen back in love with tennis, but are we ready for a bold new era? UQ sports business and innovation specialist Dr Sarah Kelly OAM shares her insights on the next generation of tennis stars. 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              How not to build a capital: what Indonesia can learn from other master-planned cities’ mistakes


                                  

      Indonesia is building a new master-planned capital city to address the congestion and sinking challenges facing Jakarta. UQ urban planning expert Dr Dorina Pojani explains how Indonesia can avoid the mistakes of other planned capital cities around the world.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The big question: The Russia-Ukraine conflict


                                  

      Contact asked UQ experts: what is fuelling the conflict between Ukraine and Russia, and what does it mean for Australia?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Why do we love the great outdoors? New research shows part of the answer is in our genes


                                  

      Almost every aspect of our lives depends on nature, yet some of us are much more “into” spending time in nature than others. To try to understand why, researchers studied how much of our connection to nature might depend on our DNA.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              BA.2 is like Omicron’s sister. Here’s what we know about it so far.


                                  

      Cases of the SARS-CoV-2 variant Omicron have escalated globally over the past two months, with many countries experiencing peaks higher than previous variants. Now we’re seeing cases of a sub-variant of Omicron, known as BA.2, emerge.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Lifesaving legacy


                                  

      After saving millions lives around the world from cervical cancer, the UQ inventors of the HPV vaccine are investing in the next generation of researchers to fuel future discoveries.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Listen to your favourite 'Contact' stories


                                  

      Listen to the most engaging and inspiring stories from across the UQ community while you're on the go.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Children of the revolution


                                  

      The UQ lecturer who grew up in a safe house for Chile's most-wanted political fugitives, and the graphic novel her life inspired.
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                              Partnership hits new heights


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Ambassadors to the World


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Gift to build future leaders
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                              UQ by design: recycled rewards


                                  

      Whether looking for a place to sit or a light to read under, UQ features outdoor furniture and interior light fittings that incorporate unique recycled materials.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The Power of Purple


                                  

      While we may not all be able to get together on campus to celebrate Wear It Purple Day again this year, UQ encourages all alumni, staff and students to show their support for the LGBTQIA+ community – no matter where you are.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Perennial dedication: how the Boyce generosity grew on this reluctant gardener


                                  

      Daryl Mears has had enough of gardening. It’s a fair admission for a man who has devoted his life to preserving and protecting one of Australia’s finest gardens and along with it, the legacy of the Darling Downs couple who created the horticultural prize more than 90 years ago.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ by design: marvellous murals


                                  

      Join 'Contact' each month as we take you on a virtual guided tour, providing a brief overview of UQ's design pieces and where you can find them. This month, we take a look at the marvellous murals on the walls of particular buildings.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Uniting science with Indigenous knowledges to ‘Heal Country’


                                  

      UQ PhD student Hannah Allan would like to help unite contemporary science with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural understanding and traditional knowledges, for effective and holistic management of Country.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Indigenous knowledges key to ‘healing Country’


                                  

      UQ science lecturer Jim Walker says the best way to achieve a national collective database describing the health of Australia’s regional and remote ecosystems is to work alongside Indigenous peoples.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ by design: sandstone carvings


                                  

      Join 'Contact' each month as we take you on a virtual guided tour, providing a brief overview of UQ's design pieces and where you can find them. This month, we take a look at the sandstone carvings 'hiding in plain sight' around the Great Court at UQ St Lucia.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ community recognised in Queen’s Birthday Honours list


                                  

      A champion for professional sportswomen and a pioneer for healthcare reform are among members of The University of Queensland community recognised with Queen’s Birthday Honours.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Firebirds scholarship drives community-minded students to succeed


                                  

      Meet some of the latest recipients of the UQ Firebirds Scholarship. Plus, enter the draw to WIN Queensland Firebirds tickets!
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                              Game, set, match: Barty, the ‘Special Ks’ and a new era for tennis


                                  

      Australia has fallen back in love with tennis, but are we ready for a bold new era? UQ sports business and innovation specialist Dr Sarah Kelly OAM shares her insights on the next generation of tennis stars. 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The five must-see films this Oscars season


                                  

      Film critic Matt Toomey (Bachelor of Commerce ’98) shares his take on the must-see movies this awards season. 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The big question: The Russia-Ukraine conflict


                                  

      Contact asked UQ experts: what is fuelling the conflict between Ukraine and Russia, and what does it mean for Australia?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Profit, planet and people


                                  

      The idea of corporate social responsibility (CSR) isn’t new – but in the age of informed and empowered consumers and shareholders, it’s no longer just a smart public relations move, but a fundamental business consideration.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Top 10 tips to help your child cope with needles


                                  

      Children aged five to 12 are now eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccination. So, how can we help our children manage their anxiety about needles?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Behind the pages of Sister Girl


                                  

      Twenty fours years since the release of the ever-timely book Sister Girl, its author, Dr Jackie Huggins AM FAHA, and editor, Associate Professor Sandra Phillips, reflect on identity and reconciliation ahead of the book’s relaunch this month.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Contact's top 10


                                  

      From world news and expert opinion to feel-good community stories and alumni success, there’s plenty to gain from reading Contact’s 10 most-read stories of 2021.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Stick to your New Year’s resolutions with Alexis Fernandez


                                  

      Read more books, spend less money. Exercise more often, order Uber Eats less regularly. Decrease screen time, increase family time. Whatever your New Year’s resolution is, you’re less than 8 percent likely to stick to it...

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Season's eatings


                                  

      The silly season is upon us, and in preparation for the celebrations to come, 'Contact' asked members of the UQ community to share their favourite festive recipes and the stories behind them.
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                              Resilience in the face of disaster


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              24 hours at St Lucia


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Electric revolution  charges ahead
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    Connecting you with news from UQ's Indigenous community






    


      



  


  
    

    
    
        
      
    

	Subscribe to UQ Yarning


	Sign up now to receive the quarterly UQ Yarning newsletter in your inbox.
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Contact magazine print editions
 
Read more





    


      





  
    


  
  
    
              Alumni and community events

                    
          	See what online and in-person events are happening at UQ...
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        UQ acknowledges the Traditional Owners and their custodianship of the lands on which UQ is situated. —
        Reconciliation at UQ
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