Health, Medicine and THE UNIVERSITY
Behavioural Sciences % OF QUEENSLAND

AUSTRALIA

CREATE CHANGE

2025
Philanthropy
IN IMmpact




Message from
the Executive Dean

Serving in my first year as the Executive Dean

of the Faculty of Health, Medicine and Behavioural
Sciences, has been an honour and a privilege.

It has been inspiring to witness the passion,
resilience, and excellence that our staff and

students bring to our Faculty every day.

Our researchers have continued to
shine, achieving success across all
metrics, and working to strengthen
partnerships and amplify our impact
locally, nationally, and globally. We
celebrated the impact of the dedication
of our teachers in shaping the next
generation of health and behavioural
science professionals with more than
3,000 students graduating in 2025.

| am humbled by what has been
achieved. Philanthropy has been a huge
highlight with your generous support
for research, community programs

and student scholarships to improve
health outcomes for communities

in Queensland and beyond. This
generosity reflects the trust our
community places in us and the shared
belief in the public good that we deliver.

2025 also marked our Faculty’s ongoing
involvement in The Queensland
Commitment, UQ’s pledge to ensure
that talented students from every
background, regardless of personal

or financial circumstances, have the
opportunity to study and succeed here.

We are proud to play a leading role in
this vision, opening doors for students
across the state and ensuring that our
work reflects the diversity and strength
of Queensland communities.

Equally, our Faculty remains deeply
committed to UQ’s reconciliation action
plan. The reconciliation action plan is
not just a framework. It is a promise to
listen, learn, and act in ways that honour
indigenous knowledges, strengthen
relationships, and create a more
inclusive culture.

What fills me with pride is that our
partnerships allow us to better
serve our communities, advance
reconciliation, and make a tangible
difference in people’s lives.

In this impact report, we feature
just a few of the breakthroughs
and stories that are only made
possible through the support of
our philanthropic community.

Your generous support is truly
appreciated.

- e e
Professor Danny Liew

Executive Dean, Faculty of Health
Medicine and Behavioural Sciences



Accelerating hope for

women with cervical cancer

Despite being preventable,
cervical cancer will not be
eradicated in Australia until
2080. Treatment is often
physically and emotionally
gruelling, and screening
rates remain low in

key populations.

For the 2025 UQ Giving Day,
Queensland Centre for Gynaecological
Cancer (QCGC) Research invited its
community to help change the future
for women diagnosed with cervical
cancer and to lay the foundation for a
minimally invasive blood test — the only
initiative of its kind currently

underway in Australia.

Thanks to the incredible support from
the UQ community and our matching
donor Cherish Women’s Cancer
Foundation, we reached our $50,000
target! This means we can start ground-
breaking work on the development of a
blood test to support earlier detection
of cervical cancer - currently 1000
Australian women are diagnosed with
cervical cancer annually and one third
of these women will not survive.

Dr Baxter’s greatest hope for

the future is, “that a woman

who is diagnosed with a
gynaecological cancer can have
the best treatment available to
her, so she can be guaranteed
she will respond to the treatment
and have the best outcome.

Not only do we want women to
survive gynaecological cancer,
but we also want them to thrive.”

Dr Eva Baxter

Research Fellow, Queensland
Centre for Gynaecological
Cancer (QCGC) Research

Dr Charles Thelander
Medicine Scholarship

Emma Serisier, a Doctor of Medicine
student, was awarded the Dr Charles
Thelander Medicine Scholarship

in 2024.

“l am truly so grateful for
this scholarship. It has been a
huge help by allowing me to
focus on my studies without
worrying about finances.
Your support has been
life-changing for me and
motivates me to work harder
to make the most of the
opportunity and become

the best doctor | can be.
Thank you for believing

in me.”

“At the end of 2023, my home

was broken into and | lost all of

my technology and so much more.

I mean it when | say this scholarship
was the reason | was able to stay
afloat and | cannot express how
much that support has meant

to me”, she said.

With her UQ education, Emma

aims to improve access to quality
healthcare for rural Australians.

“I tell people | want to be a doctor
because | lost my father to a heart
attack when | was 7. Living in a rural
area, the ambulance couldn’t reach
us in time and that experience
shaped my passion for improving
healthcare access,” she said. “At the
same time, | also just love problem
solving and understanding the
complexities of human beings.
Medicine challenges me in a way that
nothing else does, so | can’t imagine
doing anything different.”



Truth telling and healing:
Bridging Now to Next

Associate Dean of Indigenous
Engagement Professor Thelma Parker,
alongside Director of Indigenous
Research Professor Jackie Huggins,
shared their reflections on the
importance of truth-telling and what
it means for the healing and health of
Aborignal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples. “Our future leaders will inherit
a world shaped by both pain and
possibility. And to lead well, they must
do more than make decisions.

They must understand how to

heal”, says Professor Parker

“Healing is not a soft skill. It is a
courageous act. It means listening
deeply. It means acknowledging

the wounds of the past—especially
those carried by our First Nations
communities—and working together
to create a future that is just,
inclusive, and whole.

Professor Huggins explains that
truth-telling and healing are part
and parcel the same thing.

“If people have those stories, and they
let people listen to them, it can be a

sense of relief,” Professor Huggins shares.

“Healing means keeping yourself
healthy, mentally fit and leaving a
legacy of a better world for our people.

“It’s my hope that future scholars who
come through will have a repository of
good information, and research that’s
based on the history of truth-telling
and healing to continue towards
closing the gap.”

Professor Parker powerfully summarises
the reason the faculty prioritises
Indigenous health.

“The reason we’ve embraced treaty,
truth-telling, and healing within the
Faculty is simple,” Professor Parker said.

“Health is everybody’s
business”

The Faculty of Health, Medicine and
Behavioural Sciences is committed
to improving health outcomes for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

Through the establishment of a
dedicated Wisdom Council and the
leadership of champions such as

Professor Parker and Professor Huggins,
the Faculty is making meaningful strides
toward reconciliation and strengthening
Indigenous engagement.

In 2025, the UQ Poche Centre for
Indigenous Health celebrated its 10-year
anniversary. The First Nations-led health
research centre is one of the university’s
flagship centres and is focused on
improving health outcomes for

First Nations peoples.

The UQ Poche Centre is one of 5 health
research centres across Australia which
form the Poche Indigenous Health
Network, established in 2015 with
funding from philanthropists

Greg Poche AO and the late

Kay Van Norton Poche.

Beyond the UQ Poche Centre,
philanthropic support for our Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander students
continued to increase, even as we boldly
aim to include greater numbers of First
Nations students in all of our programs.
Tachae Douglas-Miller was awarded one
such scholarship in 2025, the March,
Kidd, Teo, Thomson, Walsh

Dentistry Scholarship.

“As an indigenous student, my
motivation has always been to
support my mob and community.

This scholarship has provided me with
the financial freedom to dedicate my
weekends to research and community
engagement rather than worrying
about work.

“It has also empowered me to pursue
opportunities that enhance my skills and
knowledge, ensuring | can give back to
those who need it most.

“Your support fuels my drive to continue
breaking barriers and advocating for
better care and accessibility, especially
for Indigenous Australians”.
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New ‘Google maps’
approach to revolutionise
lung cancer treatment

People with the most
common form of lung
cancer could receive more
effective, individualised
treatment after The
University of Queensland
researchers developed a
way to predict how cancer
cells will respond to
different therapies.

Associate Professor Arutha Kulasinghe
from UQ’s Frazer Institute in
collaboration with researchers at Yale
University studied the tumours of

234 patients with non-small cell lung
cancer (NSCLC) across three cohorts in
Australia, the United States and Europe.

Art meets science: A digital image
of a skin cancer by Associate
Professor Arutha Kulasinghe,

won the 2025 NHMRC

Science to Art Award.

“Using Al and spatial biology, we
mapped NSCLC, cell by cell, to
understand and predict its response to
drug treatment.” Dr Kulasinghe said.

“This ‘Google maps’ approach can
pinpoint areas within tumours that

are both responsive and resistant to
therapies, which will be a gamechanger
for lung cancer treatment.

“Rather than having to use a trial-and-
error approach, oncologists will now
know which treatments are most likely to
work with new precision medicine tools.”

Lung cancer is the leading cause of
cancer death in the world, with an
estimated 1.8 million deaths annually,
and non-small cell lung cancer makes
up 85 per cent of all cases.

Immunotherapy treatments cost
between $400,000 and $500,000 per

Associate Professor
Arutha Kulasinghe

patient per year and are effective in
only 20-30 per cent of patients.

“These therapies also carry significant
risks for patients receiving them,
including severe immune-related
toxicity that can be fatal,”

Dr Kulasinghe said.

“These challenges highlight the critical
need to classify patients according

to their likelihood to benefit

from treatment.

“By integrating data on the molecular
geography of cancer and machine
learning techniques, we can improve
treatment decision-making and
improve patient outcomes for

lung cancer patients.

“This same approach can also be
used to inform treatments for other
malignancies where immunotherapies
are used, for example melanoma,
head and neck, and bladder cancer.”

The research has been published
in Nature Genetics.

We thank our research partners for their
support for this research: Cure Cancer,
the Princess Alexandra Research
Foundation and Wesley

Research Institute.

Read about

the new ‘Google
maps’ approach
to revolutionise
lung cancer
treatment
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. - Dr Jessica Hill has dedicated her
C reat I n g S p O rt I n g career to ensuring young people with
disabilities are not left on the sidelines.
Growing up alongside four autistic
Pat h Wa yS fo r YO u n g siblings, two with high-support needs,
she witnessed firsthand how often
. children with disabilities are excluded
At h | etes W I t h from mainstream sport. Those early
experiences now fuel her work as a
- .. - paediatric occupational therapist
D I Sa b I I I t I es and researcher at The University
of Queensland.
Dr Hill is part of A-START, a
groundbreaking longitudinal study

. . exploring how performance-focused
Dr Jessica Hill led the 50x50x50 Challenge to SUppOI’t sports training can improve clinical

UQ’s A-START (formerly known as ParaSTART), outcomes for people with severe

o disabilities. What began in 2017 with
a performance-based sports training program just three young swimmers with severe
for people With high support needsl cerebral palsy has grown into a thriving

program of 52 athletes participating in
competitive swimming, track, and field.
Remarkably, every original participant
remains involved eight years on.

(Photo credit: The University of Queensland)

The study has already delivered
world-first evidence that adolescents
with severe cerebral palsy can
improve their gross motor function
through intensive, competitive
training. For many participants,
A-START offers something they have
never had before: a genuine place in
sport, a supportive team environment,
and the confidence that comes with
being seen and included.

With the Federal Government aiming to
increase disability participation in sport
ahead of the 2032 Paralympic Games,
Dr Hill is determined to ensure athletes
with high-support needs are not
overlooked. To raise awareness and vital
funds, she set herself an extraordinary
challenge: running 50 kilometres a

day for 50 days to raise $50,000

for A-START.

The response
was overwhelming

Thanks to the generosity of
A-START’s supporters across UQ
and the community, Dr Hill not only
reached her goal - she exceeded

it. The money raised will fund ten
new frame-runners, enabling more
children and adults with moderate
to severe disabilities to join the

Dr Jessica Hill program and experience the joy and
(Photo credit: The University of Queensland) empowerment of sport.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxCRf7hHj7k&t=6s

The faculty is grateful to the many
supporters who are helping A-START
athletes push boundaries, build
confidence, and discover what'’s
possible. The impact will be felt by
participants, their families, and the
dedicated coaches and researchers
who champion them - today and

for many years to come.

Dr Jess Hill’s, 50/50/50 Challenge
made it possible to purchase ten

new frame running bicycles for

the A-START Program.

(Photo credit: The University of Queensland)

A-START
video

A-START launched in 2017 to understand
whether performance-focused sports
training improves clinical outcomes

for people with severe disabilities.

(Photo credit: The University of Queensland)
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Gut microbiome could delay
onset of type 1 diabetes

Researchers at The University of Queensland have found improving the function
of the gut microbiome may delay the onset of type 1 diabetes (T1D).

Professor Emma Hamilton-Williams,
from the Frazer Institute said 21
individuals with T1D were given an oral
biotherapy containing short chain fatty
acids, which are metabolites usually
produced by gut bacteria during

the fermentation of dietary fibre.

“Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune
illness, and we know there is something
different about the gut microbiome
and gut barrier function that we think
changes the immune response in
individuals with the disease,”

Professor Hamilton-Williams said.

“We’ve learned that it
is possible to change
the microbiome in
individuals with T1D,
and when we have
done that, we have
seen changes in the
gut barrier function.”

“Then when we further tested that
microbiome by transferring it into mice,
it delayed the onset of diabetes.”

Short chain fatty acids are one of the
cornerstone beneficial functions of the

gut’s community of microorganisms,
which play essential roles in digestion,
immunity and overall health.

“There have been other approaches to
restoring short chain fatty acids, like
giving probiotic bacteria or capsules,
but they haven’t really worked,”
Professor Hamilton-Williams said.

“This has been the first time in T1D
studies where researchers have
managed to increase short chain
fatty acids in individuals.”

Co-senior author Dr Eliana Marifo,
from Monash University, said by
analysing the unique profiles of small
molecules or metabolites in individuals
with T1D, the study uncovered new
ways to measure and potentially
manipulate the pathways that
influence immune function.

“These findings suggest microbiome
interventions could stop Type 1
Diabetes in its tracks to potentially
delay, or even prevent T1D, giving
patients a chance to stay healthier
for longer and increase their lifespan,”
Dr Eliana Marifio said.

T1D affects over 130,000 Australians,
mostly children, with 8 people
diagnosed every day. Despite insulin
therapy, people with type 1 diabetes
face a lifetime burdened with this

disease losing on average 19 years
of healthy life.

The next step is to conduct a trial
involving individuals right at the onset
of type 1 diabetes, followed by those
who have not received a diagnosis
but are at high risk.

The research was funded by
Breakthrough T1D (formally JDRF
Australia), Children’s Hospital
Foundation, the National Health and
Medical Research Council, and Monash
University. Professor Hamiton Williams’s
research is also made possible through
the support of generous donors.

The work was carried out in
collaboration with researchers from
Monash University, University of Sydney,
Université libre de Bruxelles, QIMR
Berghofer Medical Research Institute
and the Translational Research Institute.

The study was published in
Nature Communications.

full story
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Philanthropy delivers
skin cancer screening
technology for
Toowoomba

Toowoomba has joined Australian sites in a long-term
project that aims to improve early melanoma
detection and regional access to screening while
making advanced scanning technology

available to residents.

From left: Jo Cherriman, Professor H. Peter Soyer, Clive Berghofer AO,
Dr Olga (Oli) Norton, Tracey Tomlin and Mrs Alice Bardsley
(Photo credit: The University of Queensland)

Philanthropist Clive Berghofer AO made a philanthropic donation towards the
purchase of a full-body 3D scanner for Toowoomba that allows the entire skin
surface to be captured in high resolution for clinical use and research.

Patients who undergo scanning can agree to share their data with researchers at
The University of Queensland to help build a national dataset that reflects
Australia’s unique population.

This dataset will help researchers better understand who is at highest risk
of melanoma and to build Al-tools to assist clinicians with skin checks.

UQ’s Inaugural Chair in Dermatology Professor H. Peter Soyer said melanoma rates
in the Toowoomba area far outstrip the national average - by about 80 percent
- making Mr Berghofer’s contribution particularly welcome.

“When melanoma is identified early, recovery rates are excellent, but sadly about
18,000 Australians each year have invasive cancer when they are diagnosed,”
Professor Soyer said.

“Early detection is often reliant on
access to GPs and dermatologists, and
given workforce shortages particularly
in regional areas, research into new and
accurate approaches is critical.”

A strong long-time supporter of health
and medical research, Mr Berghofer
was excited to inspect the 3D scanner
installed at a local clinic.

“With cancers like
melanoma, if you
detect them early
enough it can make
a big difference to
people’s chances
of beating the
disease.”

“Having the latest technology available
in a regional centre might help to
attract more specialists.

“The new machine is very impressive
and allows the entire skin surface

to be captured in high resolution

in minutes.”

UQ leads the Australian Centre of
Excellence in Melanoma Imaging and
Diagnosis (ACEMID), a network of 3D
imaging technology used for research
projects to detect melanoma earlier,
standardise diagnosis and provide
equitable access.

Data from the network will eventually
be used to train Al to support clinical
decisions and combined with the
scanning technology, has the potential
to create system-level change to

skin cancer care.

The scanner is located at Darling
Downs Melanoma Clinic and after

5 years will be available for donation
to St Vincent’s Private Hospital

in Toowoomba.

Find out how
the 3D imaging
« machine works
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The Fu ral Queensland A physiotherapist

with a young family is
fam”y Creatlng Change training to be a country

-~ - — . ~~ doctor thanks to the

philanthropic support

of a Queensland family

passionate about

rural medicine.
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University of Queensland medical
student Ryan McMahon was awarded
the 2024 Crawford Family Medical
Scholarship - one of the many
scholarships offered as part of

The Queensland Commitment, the
university’s pledge to achieve
equitable access to education.

Mr McMahon said the scholarship

was a buffer for his family while he
completes clinical rotations and copes
with increased study workloads.

“| have thoroughly enjoyed the
transition to a quieter lifestyle and
have found the regional hospital to
be a fantastic opportunity to learn
from the doctors we have here in
Bundaberg,” he said.

“The scholarship helps in situations
where | feel as though there is no
opportunity to pick up more work in
times of need, or similarly, where cost-
of-living pressures feel overwhelming.”

Thanks to the Crawford family, Mr
McMahon and many others like him have
the opportunity to study medicine, a
dream that may otherwise have

been out of reach.

“| know | speak for others that benefit
from scholarships when | say that
assisting medical students with
challenging circumstances no doubt
benefits the broader community by
enhancing the accessibility to

study medicine for more people,”

he said.

The Crawford family, from a cattle
property in Baralaba, 150km west
of Rockhampton, know firsthand the
challenges regional life can bring.

When Robert, the eldest of 6 siblings,
developed a brain tumour, his parents




Gloria and Gordon spent months away
from home having travelled thousands
of kilometres to Sydney for treatment.

His brother Emeritus Professor Darrell
Crawford, a former Dean of UQ’s
Medical School, recalls the financial
stress caused by the need to seek
care so far from home.

“They almost sent themselves
broke doing it,” Emeritus
Professor Crawford said.

Some years later, the family lost their
mother to “an entirely predictable
and preventable illness”.

“Mum died at quite a young age
from something that would have
been diagnosed and prevented in
the city,” Emeritus Professor
Crawford said.

“We recognise that
regional areas are still
truly underserved by
medical professionals.”

The 5 surviving Crawford siblings
created the scholarship to ensure more
students were supported to study
medicine at UQ.

“A university education is
transformational at an individual level,
but | think that you have to think of it in
terms of how that transformation helps
to deliver for the whole community,”
Emeritus Professor Crawford said.

Despite his own barriers to education,
Emeritus Professor Crawford graduated
with a medical degree from UQ in 1981,
supported by his parents and their
strong belief in education.

“The enormous sacrifices that mum and
dad made to educate 5 kids from the
country ingrained in us this belief - this
concept of sacrifice for your children’s
growth,” he said.

Making education equitable
for the rural, remote and
under-represented

By 2032, The Queensland Commitment
aims to raise $250 million to ensure

30 per cent of UQ’s domestic
undergraduate students come

from a regional, remote or low
socio-economic background.

The Queensland Commitment is
already making a measurable
impact, increasing access to
education for regional and
remote Queensland students.

% 3 Emeritus

Professor
Darrell
Crawford

“The Queensland
Commitment in
general is not just
about transforming
the life of one student,
but what that means
for all of Queensland
and what we can do
for Queensland.”

Emeritus Professor Crawford said.

Read about
the Queensland
Commitment

The Crawford family. Back row, L-R: John Crawford, Emeritus Professor Darrell Crawford, David Crawford.
Front row, L-R: Cathy Crawford, Gordon Crawford, Penny Crawford.
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A legacy for
Neurology Research

Dedicated and caring GP, avid art collector and
generous philanthropist. These have been just
some of the words used to describe

Dr Elaine Katte from the Class of 1963.

Since 2006, she supported the

Dr Elaine Katte Prize for Medicine,

which brought her a great deal

of pride and joy both during

her lifetime and has since been

supported through a gift in her {
Will, after her 2023 passing.

Dr Katte was driven to find new
treatments for neurological
diseases, and through a generous
gift in her estate, UQ has been able
to establish the Dr Elaine Katte
Postgraduate Neurological Science
Research Fund. This endowment
will support Guillain-Barré
syndrome (GBS), a debilitating
neurological condition, with
research led by Professor

Pamela McCombe.

If you have any questions on how to support the Faculty
of Health, Medicine and Behavioural Sciences in this
very special and meaningful way, please contact

Nina Mullins, Manager - Planned Giving

l@] nina.mullins@ug.edu.au gg +617 3346 3904
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2025 in Photos

2025 Jian Zhou Memorial Oration, November 2025
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Professor Kiarah Khosrotehrani, Professor Danny Liew, Professor Emma Hamilton-Williams,
Professor Sue Harrison, Emeritus Professor lan Frazer AC, Dr Xiao-Yi Sun

Community Fundraising Launch
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2025 McCallum Founders Lecture in Dermatology, Saturday 15 March 2025
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Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery Class of 1995 30-year reunion,
Saturday 3 May 2025, Customs House




Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery Class of 1975, 50-year reunion,
Saturday 18 October 2025
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School of Biomedical Sciences 25-year anniversary celebration,
Thursday 6 November 2025
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Professor Wally Thomas, Professor David Adams, Professor Elizabeth Colson, Professor Mark Midwinter,
Professor Shaun Collin, Professor Mike Piper

Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month 65 Years of Pharmacy

June Bennett and John Lohrisch
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Thank you

Now more than ever, philanthropy has the
power to be truly transformative for our
students and life-changing research. Your
support can empower the next generation
of healthcare professionals and help fund
research to solve the world's biggest
health challenges.

Please join us on our journey
to create a healthier world.

Contact us

hmbs.advancement@uq.edu.au
+617 3443 4306

CRICOS Provider 00025B « TEQSA PRV12080
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