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"MR. DEPUTY CHANCELLOR,
THE FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE WAS ESTABLISHED IN THIS UNIVERSITY JUST

50 VEARS AGO. THE FIRST INTAKE OF UNDERGRADUATES AND, IN DUE COURSE, THE
FIRST GRADUATING CLASS, INCLUDED CLIFFORD STUART CHRISTIAN.
| FOLLOWING POSTGRADUATE WORK IN THE UNITED STATES, MR. CHRISTIAN
JOINED THE COUNCIL FOR SCTENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH TN THE DIVISION
OF PLANT INDUSTRY AND WAS SOON POSTED TO QUEENSLAND TO STUDY PASTURE
PLANTS SUITABLE FOR USE-IN THIS AREA. HIS INTERESTS BROADENED TO THE
MORE GENERAL QUESTION OF UTILISATION OF AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES, AND WHEN
A DECISION WAS MADE BY THE AUSTRALTAN GOVERNMENT TO CONDUCT A SCIENTIFIC
SURVEY OF THE NORTH AS A BASIS FOR FORMULATING LAND DEVELOPMENT POLICIES,
MR. CHRISTIAN WAS APPOINTED OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE NORTHERN AUSTRALIAN
REGIONAL SURVEY UNIT. THIS UNIT LATER BECAME THE COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC
AND TNDUSTRTAL RESEARCH ORGANISATION DIVISION OF LAND RESEARCH WITH
WR. CHRISTIAN AS TS CHIEF. HIS DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT IS NOW COMMONLY
REFERRED TO AS THE INTEGRATED APPROACH TO RESOURCE SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT
MAY BE HIS GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT. IT HAS BEEN WIDELY ADOPTED IN MANY PARTS
OF THE WORLD AND HAS CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE AGRICULTURAL
UTILISATION OF LAND. )

 IN 1959, HE RESIGNED AS CHIEF OF HIS DIVISION TO BECOME ONE OF THE
FIVE FULL-TINE MEMBERS OF THE C.S.1.R.0. EXECUTIVE, A POSITION HE HELD
UNTTL HIS RETIREMENT IN 1972. AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF AGRICULTURE ON
THIS BODY, HE HAD A MAJOR RESPONSTBILITY FOR FORMULATING AGRICULTURAL

 RESEARCH POLICIES THROUGHOUT AUSTRALTA.



LIFFORD STUART CHRISTIAN (cont.)

_ "WR. CHRISTIAN HAS SERVED AGRICULTURE EXTENSIVELY, NOT ONLY IN HIS
POSITIONS IN C.S.T.R.0., BUT IN OTHER WAYS; AS A MEMBER OF MANY NATTONAL
AND INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEES TOO NUMEROUS TO LIST HERE, BY PARTICIPATING
IN INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS GRAPPLING WITH PROBLEMS OF AGRICULTURAL
'DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD PRODUCTION, AND BY ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP OF SCIENTIFIC
AND PROFESSTONAL SOCIETIES. HE HAS BEEN PRESIDENT OF THE QUEENSLAND AND
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BRANCHES OF THE AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF
AGRICULTURAL SCTENCE, AND THEN ITS FEDERAL PRESIDENT. HE WAS ACTIVE IN
ANZAAS. HONOURS HAVE INCLUDED A FELLOWSHIP OF THE AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE
OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE, THE AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF THAT INSTITUTE, THE
FARRER MEMORTAL MEDAL FOR AGRICULTURE AWARDED BY SYDNEY UNIVERSITY AND
FELLOWSHIP OF THE WORLD ACADEMY OF ART AND SCIENCE. IN 1971 HE WAS
MADE A COMPANION OF THE MOST DISTINGUISHED ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL AND
ST. GEORGE.
OUR SMALL FOUNDATION GROUP OF AGRICULTURAL GRADUATES HALF A CENTURY
AGO WAS TO INCLUDE A MAN DESTINED TO MOVE TO THE VERY FOREFRONT; TO MAKE
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO AGRICULTURE AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND TO
BRING DISTINCTION TO HIS PROFESSION AND THIS UNIVERSITY. IN VIEW OF HIS
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE, THE SENATE APPROVED THAT
CLIFFORD STUART CHRISTIAN BE ADMITTED TO THE HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE.
MR. DEPUTY CHANCELLOR, I PRESENT TO YOU CLIFFORD STUART CHRISTIAN,
| COMPANTON OF THE MOST DISTINGUISHED ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL AND ST. GEORGE,
BACHELOR OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE (QUEENSLAND), MASTER OF SCIENCE (MINNESOTA),
FELLOW OF THE AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE, FELLOW OF THE
WORLD ACADEMY OF ART AND SCIENCE FOR ADMISSION TO THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF
AGRICULTURAL SCTENCE 'HONORIS CAUSA'."
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CLIFFORD STUART CHRISTIAN (cont.)

When the Vice-Chancellor concludes, the Deputy Chancellor says -

"BY THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME AND UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE
VICE-CHANCELLOR, I ADMIT CLIFFORD STUART CHRISTIAN TO THE RANK AND PRIVILEGES
OF THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF AGRICULTURAL SCTIENCE 'HONORIS CAUSA' IN THE

UNTVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND."



