EGREE AWARDED 23rd APRIL, 1974

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS “HONORIS CAUSA"

SIR GORDON WILLIAM WESLEY CHALK

CHANCELLOR,

 TONIGHT WE HONOUR A WAN WHO HAS HAD A LONG AND DISTINGUISHED
0 OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO THE STATE OF QUEENSLAND. SIR GORDON

AM WESLEY CHALK - THE TWO MIDDLE NAMES MAY NOT BE SO WIDELY

, BUT ARE APPROPRIATELY REVEALED ON SUCH AN OCCASION AS THIS
ALL NUST BE TOLD - WAS BORN AT ROSEWO0D IN 1973 AND WAS

TED AT THE ROSEWOOD STATE SCHOOL AND THE GATTON STATE HIGH

L. AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL HE STUDIED ACCOUNTANCY AND COMMERCIAL
N0 LATER JOINED THE STAFF OF A MAJOR QUEENSLAND COMPANY,

JOMBA FOUNDRY PTY. LTD. 1IN 1937 HE BECAME MANAGER IN TOWNSVILLE
[N 1945 HE RETURNED TO TOOWOOMBA AS QUEENSLAND SALES MANAGER OF

OMPANY .

EN 1947 HE ENTERED PARLTAMENT AS LIBERAL MEMBER FOR
JOMBA EAST. HE TRANSFERRED TO THE LOCKYER ELECTURATE IN 1950
HE HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF THE STATE PARLIAMENT FOR MORE THAN A
[ER CENTURY. HE HAS BEEN A MINISTER OF THE CROWN SINCE 1957,
T AS MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT AND SINCE 1965 AS DEPUTY PREMIER
[REASURER. HIS CAPACITIES AND SKILLS WILL BE ATTESTED TO BY
HE HAS PRODIGIOUS ENERGY, AN EXTREMELY WIDE KNOWLEDGE OF
PROCESSES OF GOVERNMENT, AND A GREAT CAPACITY TO0 GET THINGS
PEOPLE GO TO GORDON; HE IS CONSULTED BY MANY ON A WIDE

E OF MATTERS. AS TREASURER IT IS UNDERSTANDABLE THAT MANY

GS WOULD FALL WITHIN HIS SPHERE OF INTEREST, BUT HIS ADVICE
ASSISTANCE IS NOT ONLY SOUGHT BECAUSE OF THIS. RATHER IT IS
USE 1T IS.UNIVERSALLV RECOGNISED THAT HE IS A PERSON OF
EMENT, STANDING AND AUTHORITY IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THIS STATE.
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ANDS GREAT RESPECT IN THE COMMUNITY, THE PARLIAMENT, THE

ENT OF QUEENSLAND AND IN THE NATION.

UNTIL 1974, WHEN THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT ASSUMED

VE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FINANCING OF UNIVERSITIES, WE IN
VERSITY OF QUEENSLAND HAD MUCH TO DO WITH THE STATE

ENT AND MUCH TO DO WITH THE TREASURER. I CAME TO KNOW

DON CHALK SHORTLY BEFORE I ASSUMED OFFICE AS VICE-CHANCELLOR.
IT CLEAR TO ME THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS SYMPATHETIC TO THE

F THE UNIVERSITY AND I HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE REMARKABLY
TH TO SIR GORDON'S DOOR AND EAR ON MANY OCCASIONS. DESPITE
RAORDINARY DEMANDS ON HIS TIME, HE IS ACCESSIBLE. WHILE

AVE BEEN SOME STERN ARGUMENTS, HIS WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT
ADVOCATE SUPPORT FOR THE UNIVERSITY HAS GREATLY ENCOURAGED
IS NOT A UNIVERSITY MAN HIMSELF, THOUGH HE HAS LINKS WITH
UGH HIS FAMILY, BUT 1 BELIEVE THAT HE HAS A CLEAR AND

TIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY IN THIS

TY. I DO NOT THINK THAT IT IS APPROPRIATE TO LIST HERE THE
AGINATIVE STEPS HE HAS TAKEN TO ASSURE SUPPORT FOR THE

1Ty, BUT You, SIR, WILL REMEMBER AN OCCASION IN 1972 WHEN
FROM THE UNIVERSITY LED BY YOU MET WITH SIR GORDON AND HIS

S TO DISCUSS IMPORTANT FINANCIAL ISSUES, BEARING ON STUDENT
THE MATTER WAS DEBATED OVER A MEMORABLE HOUR. WHAT SIR
RECOMMENDED TO THE CABINET IS PERHAPS NOT AS WELL KNOWN TO

S AS IT MIGHT BE. THERE ARE OTHER INSTANCES OF SUPPORT, LARGE
\LL. SOMETIMES THE SMALLER ONES HAVE BEEN VERY IMPORTANT IN
NG HIS INTEREST IN VARIOUS MATTERS WHICH, WHILE NOT IN THE
ITY'S DAILY "BREAD AND BUTTER" LIFE, HAVE HELPED US TO BECOME
ERfINSTITUTION. ONLY A FEW WEEKS AGO, HE FORMALLY OPENED THE
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A UNTVERSITY CENTRE IN WHICH HE HAD SHOWN A LIVELY INTEREST
WHICH HE HAD SECURED GOVERNMENT SUPPORT.

HE HAS HELPED THE UNIVERSITY IN MANY WAYS OTHER THAN THOSE
INVOLVING MONEY. WHEN WE HAVE HAD DIFFICULTIES HE HAS
OURAGING AND HAS SERVED TO INTERPRET THE UNIVERSITY'S

T0 HIS COLLEAGUES IN GOVERNMENT AND TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY.
E SO MANY ISSUES ON WHICH HE HAS BEEN CONSULTED, ON WHICH HE
RED ADVICE AND HELP, AND IT IS MY VIEW - AND THERE REALLY
UBT ABOUT IT - THAT THE UNIVERSITY OWES A GREAT DEAL TO HIM

I SPOKE EARLIER OF GORDON CHALK'S PRODIGIOUS ENERGY. HE
uitous: He ATTENDS ALL MANNER OF FUNCTIONS AND PUBLIC

ES; HE IS FREQUENTLY PRESENT AT UNIVERSITY CEREMONIES WITH
LLY ENERGETIC WIFE WHOM WE ARE PLEASED TO SEE HERE TONIGHT,
THEATRES, MUSIC AND ARTISTIC OCCASIONS, SPORTING OCCASIONS,
OCCASIONS, EVERYWHERE. I SUSPECT THAT HE LIKES IT, AND

ENCE CERTAINLY GIVES A GREAT DEAL OF ENCOURAGEMENT -TO MANY
Y ENTERPRISES AND ACTIVITIES.

MR. CHANCELLOR, I PRESENT TO YOU GORDON WILLIAM WESLEY CHALK
OMMANDER OF THE MOST EXCELLENT ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE,
F THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY; DEPUTY PREMIER AND TREASURER

ATE OF QUEENSLAND FOR ADMISSION TO THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF
JORIS CAUSA'. "

Vice-Chancellor concludes, the Chancellor says -
"BY THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME AND UPON THE RECOMMENDATION
CE-CHANCELLOR, I ADMIT GORDON WILLIAM WESLEY CHALK TO THE

PRIVILEGES OF THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS 'HONORIS CAUSA’
ITVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND."



