DEGREE AWARDED 11th DECEMBER, 1972

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

DOCTOR OF LAWS “HONORIS CAUSA”

PROFESSOR ZELMAN COWEN

"MR. CHANCELLOR,
ALSO ON THIS FIRST OCCASION WHEN THE MAYNE HALL IS BEING-

USED FOR A GRADUATION CEREMONY, IT IS FITTING THAT RECOGNITION
SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE MAN WHO, MORE THAN ANY OTHER, HAS MADE

ITS COMPLETION POSSIBLE. I THEREFORE INVITE YOU, PURSUANT TO
A RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE, TO CONFER ON THE VICE-CHANCELLOR,
PROFESSOR ZELMAN COWEN, THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS '"HONORIS

CAUSA'.

PROFESSOR COWEN CAME TO THIS UNIVERSITY IN 1970. BY
THAT TIME HE HAD ACHIEVED A MOST IMPRESSIVE RECORD AS STUDENT,
SCHOLAR_AND ADMINISTRATOR. HIS STUDIES AT THE UNTIVERSITY OF
MELBOURNE WERE CROWNED BY MANY PRIZES AND AWARDS, ABOVE ALL
BY HIS SELECTION AS RHODES SCHOLAR FOR VICTORIA IN 1940. HE
~WENT TO OXFORD IN 1945, AFTER FIVE YEARS WAR SERVICE WITH THE
ROVAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY, AND WAS APPOINTED VINERTAN SCHOLAR AND
A FELLOW OR ORIEL COLLEGE, AND LATER WAS AWARDED A DOCTORATE

OF CIVIL LAW OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

FROM 1951 TO 1966, HE WAS THE PROFESSOR OF PUBLIC LAW
 AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF LAW IN THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE.
DURING THAT PERIOD HE ESTABLISHED AN INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION
AS A LEGAL SCHOLAR THROUGH HIS BOOKS AND ARTICLES IN SEVERAL
 AREAS OF THE LAW. THIS WAS MARKED BY INVITATIONS TO BE GUEST
PROFESSOR AT HARVARD LAW SCHOOL AND AT OTHER DISTINGUISHED

AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES. 1T WAS MARKED ALSO BY HIS APPOINTMENT
AS ADVISOR ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LEGAL EDUCATION IN GHANA,

IN HONGKONG AND IN THE WEST INDIES, AND A DOMINION LTIAISON




OFFICER TO THE BRITISH COLONIAL OFFICE. THE UNIVERSITY OF
HONG KONG HONOURED HIM WITH A DOCTOR OF LAWS 'HONORIS CAUSA'.
HE WAS APPOINTED A QUEEN'S COUNSEL IN 1972.

FROM 7957 TO 1970, PROFESSOR COWEN WAS VICE-CHANCELLOR
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND. DURING THAT PERIOD HE
WIDENED STILL FURTHER THE SCOPE OF HIS PUBLIC ACTIVITIES. HE
 GAVE THE A.B.C. BOYER LECTURES IN 1969. HE WAS A TRUSTEE OF
THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE AND A MEMBER OF MANY NATIONAL AND STATE
ORGANISATIONS. HE WAS, AND STILL IS, A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE AUSTRALIAN OPERA. FOR HIS SERVICES TO THE
COMMUNITY AND TO THE PROFESSIONS OF EDUCATION AND LAW, HE HAS
BEEN HONOURED BY THE QUEEN AS A COMMANDER OF THE MOST
 DISTINGUISHED ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL AND ST. GEORGE.

AS THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THIS UNIVERSITY
SINCE 1970, PROFESSOR COWEN HAS CARRIED OUT WITH GREAT DISTINCTION
AND DEDICATION THE HIGHLY RESPONSIBLE AND ONEROUS DUTIES INVOLVED
IN THE DIRECTION OF A VERY LARGE UNIVERSITY WHICH HAS EXPANDED
 ENORMOUSLY OVER THE PAST DECADE. HE HAS CONTINUED ALSO TO
MANIFEST A DEEP INTEREST IN MATTERS AFFECTING THE COMMUNITY
GENERALLY, AND ABOVE ALL IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
UNIVERSITY AND THE COMMUNITY.

THE UNIVERSITY 1S DELIGHTED TO AWARD AN HONORARY DEGREE
 TO ONE OF ITS OWN MEMBERS AS A DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR,

ADMINISTRATOR AND CITIZEN.

MR. CHANCELLOR, I PRESENT TO YOU PROFESSOR ZELMAN COWEN,
COMMANDER OF THE MOST DISTINGUISHED ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL AND
ST. GEORGE, QUEEN'S COUNSEL, MASTER OF LAWS (MELBOURNE),

MASTER OF ARTS, DOCTOR OF CIVIL LAW (OXFORD), HONORARY DOCTOR




UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

OF LAWS (HONG KONG), FELLOW OF THE ACADEMY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
OF AUSTRALIA, FELLOW OF THE AUSTRALTIAN COLLEGE OF EDUCATION,
FOR ADMISSION TO THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS "HONORIS CAUSA'.

When the President of the Professorial Board concludes, the
Chancellor says:

"By THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME AND UPON THE
RECOMMENDATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE PROFESSORIAL BOARD,
I ADMIT ZELMAN COWEN TO THE RANK AND PRIVILEGES OF THE DEGREE
0F DOCTOR OF LAWS 'HONORIS CAUSA' IN THE UNIVERSITY OF
QUEENSLAND."




