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    Should Australia consider bringing back conscription?
Read more













    


      





  
    


  
  
    
              Should Australia consider bringing back conscription?

                    
          	Read more


        

          


      











    
        
      
    
	
    
      
         Update your details        Have you changed your home address, phone number or email? Help us find you.
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                              Top order: cricket shed pads up for national architecture award


                                  

      UQ has achieved great success at both the 2023 Australian Institute of Architects Awards and the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects Awards.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              This desk is mine! How noisy offices can make us more territorial


                                  

      UQ's Associate Professor Remi Ayoko suggests that office noise increases the likelihood of people wanting to reclaim personal space through territorial behaviours such as displaying potted plants, photos or sports memorabilia.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Why I'm studying veterinary technology at age 60


                                  

      Have you ever wondered how life might have been had you chosen a different career path? Well, current UQ student and former public relations executive Yasmine Gray won’t be left wondering. At the grand age of 60, she has just enrolled in the Bachelor of Veterinary Technology and aims to become an animal paramedic, specialising in large animals such as horses and cows.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              After school care needs to be more than a babysitting service


                                  

      Nearly 500,000 Australian kids go to after school care. However, there is a lack of consistency in quality. About 14% of services fall short of the national quality standards for these services, and only 11% are exceeding them.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The Real YouQ: meet archaeologist and author Dr Andrew Sneddon


                                  

      In this edition of The Real YouQ, we meet internationally acclaimed archaeologist, heritage consultant and author Dr Andrew Sneddon. His new memoir "charts the often frightening and sometimes farcical journey of his teenage years" while living in the criminal underbelly of Queensland’s Gold Coast.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Liveris Academy scholars learn from an industry leader


                                  

      Meet the current UQ Liveris Academy Executive in Residence, Leigh Staines, who reveals her passion for her new role and how she believes she can make a difference.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ Diaries: sustainability edition


                                  

      Welcome to UQ Diaries, an anonymous series for Contact magazine that dives into the burning questions you've always wanted to ask. In August, we asked our UQ alumni about if they had any conflicts between their lifestyle choices and sustainability. Check out their responses!

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              9 signs you have inflammation in your body. Could an anti-inflammatory diet help?


                                  

      It seems like everyone is talking about 'inflammation' right now. And 'inflammaging', an age-related increase in persistent, low-grade inflammation in blood and tissue, which is a strong risk factor for many conditions and diseases. So, can an anti-inflammatory diet help reduce inflammation? Perhaps, yes.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ mythbusters: forget everything you know about ‘healthy’ eating


                                  

      What does a ‘healthy diet’ really look like? When it comes to what we should and shouldn’t eat, it can be hard to digest all the information we’re fed every day through mainstream media and – increasingly – social media. So, we asked UQ alum and dietitian Sophie Rindfleish to help us separate fact from fiction.
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                              Love at UQ 2023


                                  

      Welcome to Love at UQ – our annual celebration of all the connections that university life brings. This Valentine's Day, Contact is sharing the stories of alumni who came to UQ for an education and found love as well. 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Ingredients for a successful communications campaign


                                  

      UQ alum and Domino’s Chief Communications and Corporate Affairs Officer for Australia and New Zealand Rhiannon Frater discusses what it’s like to have pizza on the mind all day and breaks down one of the tastiest public relations ideas to ever come out of the box with the dots.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Let's chat about ChatGPT


                                  

      Is AI technology such as ChatGPT saving you time or stealing your job?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Australia Day honours for UQ community


                                  

      An expert in the field of molecular biology, and an educator specialising in Down syndrome research are among The University of Queensland staff and alumni recognised in the 2023 Australia Day Honours.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Pawfect partners: why a dose of 'Greyhound therapy' is good for the soul


                                  

      'Contact' checks in with Marcie the greyhound after her successful adoption from the UQ VETS Clinical Studies Centre and learns how you can help 'suppawt' the next generation of veterinary professionals.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              All systems go for 3D-printed rocket engine


                                  

      A team of UQ students and alumni are on a mission to launch Australia into space by building a scalable and zero-emissions rocket engine that doesn’t cost the Earth – all with the help of 3D printing.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The true cost of our food: how eating impacts people and planet


                                  

      Contact chats with sustainable food systems specialist and leadership coach Michelle Grant about the state of our food systems and how we can feed ourselves more sustainably amid a cost-of-living crisis.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Honorary Award recipients share their advice to their younger selves


                                  

      'Contact' asked the December 2022 Honorary Award recipients to give advice to their 18-year-old selves. This is what they wrote...

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The top 10: Contact's most inspiring stories from 2022


                                  

      Sit back and relax as 'Contact' revisits the top 10 stories that brought us joy, made us cry, and inspired the community.
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                              For the first time ever, we have a complete skull description of a true fossil giant wombat


                                  

      A UQ researcher is part of a team to describe the most complete skull of a giant wombat, a hitherto poorly known species called Ramsayia magna.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              O Christmas tree: from humble roots to a decorated festive icon


                                  

      'Contact' chatted to UQ's Dr James Lancaster about the history of the Christmas tree and how it became one of the most recognised images of the holiday season.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The conservation warrior dedicated to reviving threatened sea turtle populations


                                  

      For a man who’s dedicated more than 50 years to sea turtle conservation, UQ Adjunct Associate Professor Col Limpus AO PSM admits he “wasn’t a big fan” of the shelled ocean dweller when he began his research career.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Clamp2 provides vaccine hope for future pandemics


                                  

      The University of Queensland is set to take a second-generation molecular clamp vaccine to a proof-of-concept human trial.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              How well do humpback whales hear?


                                  

      Get out on the water with UQ researchers as they aim learn more about the hearing ranges of humpback whales.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Always a scientist


                                  

      As he transitions into retirement, UQ has recognised Emeritus Professor Ian Frazer's outstanding contribution to society by renaming the UQ Diamantina Institute in his honour.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              A great zest for life


                                  

      'Contact' sat down with the research assistants who are paving the way for future generations around the world by exploring the quality of life of Gen Z’s with Down syndrome.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              REDcycle’s collapse is more proof that plastic recycling is a broken system


                                  

      The recent collapse of the soft plastics recycling scheme is further proof that plastic recycling is a broken system. Australia cannot achieve its new target if the focus is on the collection, recycling and disposal alone.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Simply unsolicited: the unacceptable side of swiping right


                                  

      'Contact' spoke to UQ experts to better understand how certain people behave when dating online and why it's important to address the outdated stereotypes of what constitutes consent – both online and in person.
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                              Call the midwife... student


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Med Talks: Superbug Series


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Big cats on the small screen


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Going the distance for Down syndrome research


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Blast the glass ceiling


                                  

      Nyah Teiotu (Bachelor of Engineering ’11 / Bachelor of Engineering (Honours Class 2B) ’16) is a proud Wemba Wemba woman, BHP’s first Indigenous female engineer, and the Queensland Resources Council’s Most Exceptional Person of 2019. 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Balancing act: funding boost to reduce falls for hearing impaired


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Students exhibit curating flair


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              New exhibition conjures the art of witchcraft, ritual and power


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Surviving the startup adventure
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                              A glass act


                                  

      Meet the craftworker behind UQ Glass – the only glassblowing workshop at an Australian university.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Gatton's Gloria days


                                  

      Sister Gloria Collins was UQ Gatton's matron for 25 years before retiring in 1982. Here, she recalls some highlights of providing nursing care for her many student charges.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Celebrating the Feeney Way


                                  

      UQ is celebrating the extraordinary generosity of Chuck and Helga Feeney, honouring the couple's significant philanthropic impact by naming the thoroughfare outside the iconic Forgan Smith building ‘Feeney Way’.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              From the netball court to the paddocks: meet some of UQ's outstanding mid-year graduates


                                  

      UQ conferred 5400 students in July, including students who were unable to attend graduation ceremonies in 2020 and 2021. Get to know some of UQ's outstanding mid-year graduates.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Netball star Gabi Simpson graduates as valedictorian


                                  

      After 11 years of juggling the demands of an elite sporting career with study, Queensland Firebird Gabi Simpson has been acknowledged for her hard work and success, graduating from The University of Queensland as valedictorian.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              125 years at Gatton: The education, research and innovation continues


                                  

      This year marks the 125-year commemoration of UQ’s Gatton campus, including its long and storied history as the Queensland Agricultural College (QAC) before amalgamating with UQ in 1990.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              National Reconciliation Week 2022


                                  

      Hundreds of UQ community members attended dozens of events across the University during National Reconciliation Week, from 27 May to 3 June. Together, they celebrated the 2022 theme: Be Brave. Make Change.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Indigenous Design Framework


                                  

      UQ has recently launched an Indigenous Design Framework to embed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander design values on UQ campuses, to better recognise and celebrate Indigenous connections and support.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Generosity across the decades


                                  

      Celebrating almost 30 years of the Philip Dimmock Memorial Bursary at UQ
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                              Australia's housing crisis: how did we get here and where to now?


                                  

      Australian housing has never been more unaffordable. UQ experts discuss what is needed to enable Australians to move out of housing stress.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Let's chat about ChatGPT


                                  

      Is AI technology such as ChatGPT saving you time or stealing your job?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Why e-scooters are the 'public mobility glue' for urban transport


                                  

      A team of UQ experts believe e-scooters and e-bikes could help alleviate mobility pressures in major cities around the world, with Brisbane at the forefront of the transport revolution.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The true cost of our food: how eating impacts people and planet


                                  

      Contact chats with sustainable food systems specialist and leadership coach Michelle Grant about the state of our food systems and how we can feed ourselves more sustainably amid a cost-of-living crisis.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Kids driving you crazy? Try these science-backed anger management tips for parents


                                  

      It’s OK for children to see parents experience and manage different emotions. But when getting angry, yelling and shouting are a default response, this can have negative consequences for children (and parents).

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Trolls and toxicity: what Musk's Twitter will look like


                                  

      What will Musk’s brave new Twitter look like, and what does social media without guardrails look like? UQ's Dr Luke Munn explains.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              International Day for the Abolition of Slavery


                                  

      2 December is International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. While it may be tempting to think that slavery is a thing of the past, in 2022 slavery and similar exploitative practices remain a significant and global problem.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              REDcycle’s collapse is more proof that plastic recycling is a broken system


                                  

      The recent collapse of the soft plastics recycling scheme is further proof that plastic recycling is a broken system. Australia cannot achieve its new target if the focus is on the collection, recycling and disposal alone.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Trump 2024: UQ experts analyse the impact of another presidential bid


                                  

      As the US – and the world – comes to terms with the prospect of a second presidential term by Donald Trump, 'Contact' sat down with UQ experts to analyse the midterms results and Trump’s 2024 presidential bid.
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                              2010-2020 11 decades in 11 weeks


                                  

      Welcome to the final instalment of '11 Decades in 11 weeks at UQ'.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              2000-2010 11 decades in 11 weeks


                                  

      Welcome to the final instalment of '11 Decades in 11 weeks at UQ'.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Do not fear the rise of the machine


                                  

      How long will it be until artificial intelligence surpasses that of our own?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              1990-2000 11 decades in 11 weeks


                                  

      Contact heads to the archives to bring you the best images from the past 110 years. This week, we look back on 1990–2000.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              1980-1990 11 decades in 11 weeks


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              1970-1980 - 11 decades in 11 weeks


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              1960-1970 - 11 decades in 11 weeks


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Weddings at UQ


                                  

      

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              1950-1960 11 decades in 11 weeks
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    Connecting you with news from UQ's Indigenous community
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              Webinar: Lost Worlds, Discovery Narratives and Australia’s Deep History            
          

                      
              Published on: 19 January 2021            

          
                      
              European Discovery, in the form of James Cook’s arrival at Botany Bay in April 1770, still marks the beginning of historical time in Australia. Is this a fitting origin story for today?            
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              Aboriginal medical graduate thrilled to return to Alice Springs as a doctor            
          

                      
              Published on: 11 January 2021            

          
                      
              It’s taken the best part of a decade but UQ medical graduate Dr Sherice Ansell is about to achieve her goal of working at Alice Springs Hospital, which serves her Arrernte and Anmatyerre homelands.            
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              Indigenous scholar strives for health research with support from NRMA Insurance            
          

                      
              Published on: 11 January 2021            

          
                      
              Since 2017, NRMA Insurance has partnered with UQ to support the resilience, professional development and creation of future opportunities for Indigenous university students through the NRMA Insurance Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Scholarship.            
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              National Reconciliation Week at UQ            
          

                      
              Published on: 11 January 2021            

          
                      
              National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.            
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               Global Leadership Series podcast: What's it all about? Constitution, treaty, voice.            
          

                      
              Published on: 11 January 2021            
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              Roaming back home            
          

                      
              Published on: 11 January 2021            

          
                      
              They say home is where the heart is and that’s certainly the case for third-year medical student Tionne Seden, who one day hopes to return to the Torres Strait Islands as a rural GP.            
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	Subscribe to UQ Yarning


	Sign up now to receive the quarterly UQ Yarning newsletter in your inbox.
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Contact magazine print editions
 
Read more





    


      





  
    


  
  
    
              Alumni and community events

                    
          	See what online and in-person events are happening at UQ...
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        UQ acknowledges the Traditional Owners and their custodianship of the lands on which UQ is situated. —
        Reconciliation at UQ
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