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    Should Australia consider bringing back conscription?
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         Update your details        Have you changed your home address, phone number or email? Help us find you.


      

    
  
	
    
      
        Submit a story        Got a great story idea for Contact? Let us know about it.
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  	Latest
	Alumni
	Research
	Learning
	Life at UQ
	Perspectives
	Sport
	Photos & Videos
	Yarning



    
  
    

  
    


  
        
  
  
      
          	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Healing the child within: Indigenous student launches debut single through UQ


                                  

      'Contact' chats to Indigenous artist Durriwiyn about the release of his debut single through UQ's Corella Recordings and the musical journey towards self-healing.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Minting change


                                  

      UQ alum Inga Doak (Bachelor of Applied Science, ’98), The Royal Mint’s first ever Head of Sustainability, talks about the future of cash, the Mint’s world-first gold recycling breakthrough, and what it was like to work at The Royal Mint during the transition to a new monarch.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Why being an ally matters now more than ever


                                  

      Pride Month (1–30 June) is about celebrating, and with good reason. But it’s also important to continue to reflect on the ongoing challenges facing LGBTQIA+ communities and to remember that there is still more to be done. Here are 5 tips on how to be an awesome ally.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              What is ‘parental burnout’ and what can you do about it?


                                  

      Parental burnout is not just a buzzword. It’s a growing syndrome that results from chronic parenting stress. So, what can parents and carers do to help prevent or reduce burnout when they’re already stretched so thin? Here are four things to explore.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Essential questions to ask (and avoid) in your next job interview


                                  

      Despite having prepared for all the other questions an interview panel will throw at you, it's common to draw a blank on the last one: do you have any questions for us? Here are 10 questions to consider asking during your next job interview to give you the edge on the competition.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Should I get a flu vaccine this year? Here’s what you need to know


                                  

      Infectious diseases and microbiology expert, Associate Professor Paul Griffin, breaks down everything you need to know about the 2023 flu vaccine.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Will the latest vaping reforms find the right balance and what will they mean for recreational vapers?


                                  

      Professor Coral Gartner, from UQ's School of Public Health, analyses the potential effectiveness of the latest government vaping regulations and what the crackdown means for recreational vapers.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              7 things you probably didn't know about bees


                                  

      Did you know there are over 20,700 different bee species in the world? UQ’s resident bee expert Dr Tobias Smith shares his top 7 most interesting facts about bees to help inform the public about the role the hard-working pollinators play in our delicate ecosystem.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              10 policies to get Australia out of its housing crisis 


                                  

      The current public debate about housing is focused on “silver bullet” solutions. What is needed is a comprehensive package of bold interventions, coordinated between all levels of government and the private sector.
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                              125 years at Gatton: The education, research and innovation continues


                                  

      This year marks the 125-year commemoration of UQ’s Gatton campus, including its long and storied history as the Queensland Agricultural College (QAC) before amalgamating with UQ in 1990.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Top tips for tax time


                                  

      UQ recently held a Get Finance Fit Q&A session on tax time with an expert panel, who provided their tips on the top deductions to claim – including work from home expenses – tax-wise investments, and joining the dots between tax and superannuation.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              A healthy dog's breakfast


                                  

      At the age of 26, UQ alum Anna Podolsky launched her fresh dog food startup, Lyka. She talks to Contact about how an experiment to improve her dog’s health inspired a successful entrepreneurial career.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Calling country home


                                  

      Journalist and editor Harry Clarke (Bachelor of Journalism '13) reflects on founding a successful online news service for rural Queensland.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ community recognised in Queen’s Birthday Honours


                                  

      An international leader in audiology and an Indigenous author and poet are among an extensive list of University of Queensland representatives who have been named on the Queen’s Birthday Honours List this year.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Big things will grow


                                  

      As Kev Carmody returns to UQ for the launch of the new student residence named in his honour, Kev Carmody House, he sits down with Contact to share his memories of a life lived through story and song.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The war correspondent


                                  

      Meet the UQ alum reporting from the frontlines of the war in Ukraine.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Hold on to your hats


                                  

      Meet the alum behind a social enterprise that is raising funds for women facing domestic violence in Queensland – one fashionable hat at a time.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Leading confidently through uncertainty


                                  

      At our ChangeMakers event on 16 May – Leading through uncertainty in 2022 – we asked our expert UQ alumni about how uncertainty has affected leadership: what is most challenging and how can you navigate it? What do people expect and need from leaders in turbulent times? And how can leaders benefit from disruption and uncertainty?
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                              Educating the disability champions of tomorrow


                                  

      UQ disability rights legal academic and 2022 Blind Australian of the Year, Associate Professor Paul Harpur, explains why universities are in a unique position to create meaningful change when it comes to disability inclusion in the workplace.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Eyes back on the skies


                                  

      After almost two years of snap lockdowns, travel bans and restricted freedoms, Australia is meeting the vaccination levels required to finally begin living with the COVID-19 virus. But now one burning question consumes people’s minds: what does ‘living with the virus’ actually mean, and just how ‘free’ will we be in the future?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Camping out is in


                                  

      There's a resurgence of the great Australian road trip, but it's a new generation of happy campers who are hitting the highway. Contact speaks to the UQ experts about the latest off-track travel trend.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Documenting ancient Indigenous languages


                                  

      How four dictionaries and two grammars of traditional Indigenous languages were co-compiled.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The future of farming


                                  

      As the global population continues to grow, our farms must produce more than ever. But we also know that human activity – including agriculture – is changing our climate, and we need to take action. So, how can we produce more without further damaging to the planet? 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Teaching the tricks of the trade – on TikTok


                                  

      Meet the innovative UQ lecturer helping students learn business management in less than 60 seconds.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              It’ll be high stakes at COP26. Can the world agree on a plan to save the planet and what will it mean for Australia?


                                  

      All eyes will be on Glasgow over the first two weeks of November as world leaders meet at the most important international climate summit in the past decade. We asked UQ experts across a range of disciplines what their thoughts were ahead of COP26.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Is it even possible to regulate Facebook effectively?


                                  

      The Australian government’s recent warning to Facebook over misinformation is just the latest salvo in the seemingly constant battle to hold the social media giant to account for the content posted on its platform.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Show me your metal: Delivering a low-carbon future


                                  

      Sustainable Minerals Institute Director Professor Neville Plint outlines the transformation required for the mining industry to help deliver a low-carbon future.
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                              From tree leaves to UQ law


                                  

      Dr Mark Deng has travelled a long road – from his childhood home in war-torn South Sudan, through refugee camps, and finally, to Australia – to get to his current position at the TC Beirne School of Law. 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Inspiring future Diamonds


                                  

      UQ welcomed senior high-school netballers from Ipswich, Darwin and Alice Springs as part of Netball Queensland’s Diamond Spirit program.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Vale Sir Llew Edwards AC


                                  

      The University of Queensland pays tribute to one of the most influential figures in the history of the University and the State, the Honourable Sir Llew Edwards AC.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              More than a word. Reconciliation takes action


                                  

      Find out how UQ is taking action during National Reconciliation Week, and read about many of UQ’s inspiring Indigenous graduates, staff and students.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              UQ by design: sentinel statues


                                  

      Join 'Contact' each month as we take you on a virtual guided tour, providing a brief overview of UQ's design pieces and where you can find them. This month, we take a look at the sentinel statues dotted across the campuses to honour significant people in history.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia and Transphobia


                                  

      On 17 May each year, LGBTIAQ+ communities and their allies celebrate International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT). 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Woman as default


                                  

      UQ student Chelsea Morrigan reflects on how transphobia – both from the world around her, and from within herself – shaped her identity on her journey to transition.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Writing the first hundred years: celebrating the centenary of journalism at UQ


                                  

      When Telegraph journalist F.J. Bryan penned a letter to the University of Queensland (UQ) Senate proposing “a scheme for the higher education of journalists”, little did he know it was the beginning of a long legacy of Australian journalism.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Literary treasure hunters


                                  

      Graduate Certificate in Writing, Editing and Publishing student Sebastian Kirkpatrick shares his first-hand experience working as an intern for the UQ Alumni Book Fair and describes how volunteers like him are breathing new life into rare books. 
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                              Listen to your favourite 'Contact' stories


                                  

      Listen to the most engaging and inspiring stories from across the UQ community while you're on the go.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Educating the disability champions of tomorrow


                                  

      UQ disability rights legal academic and 2022 Blind Australian of the Year, Associate Professor Paul Harpur, explains why universities are in a unique position to create meaningful change when it comes to disability inclusion in the workplace.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Eyes back on the skies


                                  

      After almost two years of snap lockdowns, travel bans and restricted freedoms, Australia is meeting the vaccination levels required to finally begin living with the COVID-19 virus. But now one burning question consumes people’s minds: what does ‘living with the virus’ actually mean, and just how ‘free’ will we be in the future?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              The future of farming


                                  

      As the global population continues to grow, our farms must produce more than ever. But we also know that human activity – including agriculture – is changing our climate, and we need to take action. So, how can we produce more without further damaging to the planet? 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              A tale of a vax, a WOTY and a cow


                                  

      Emeritus Professor Roland 'Roly' Sussex weighs in on Oxford English Dictionary's Word Of The Year or “WOTY” for 2021 – “vax”. 

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              It’ll be high stakes at COP26. Can the world agree on a plan to save the planet and what will it mean for Australia?


                                  

      All eyes will be on Glasgow over the first two weeks of November as world leaders meet at the most important international climate summit in the past decade. We asked UQ experts across a range of disciplines what their thoughts were ahead of COP26.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Behind the story: making a 'Contact' feature


                                  

      Ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes to create a 'Contact' magazine feature article?

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Show me your metal: Delivering a low-carbon future


                                  

      Sustainable Minerals Institute Director Professor Neville Plint outlines the transformation required for the mining industry to help deliver a low-carbon future.

    

  


  



	

  


  

                
          
    
      
                              Who’s who in Glasgow


                                  

      The five countries that could make or break the planet’s future under climate change.
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    Connecting you with news from UQ's Indigenous community






    


      



  


  
    

    
    
        
      
    

	Subscribe to UQ Yarning


	Sign up now to receive the quarterly UQ Yarning newsletter in your inbox.
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Contact magazine print editions
 
Read more





    


      





  
    


  
  
    
              Alumni and community events

                    
          	See what online and in-person events are happening at UQ...
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        UQ acknowledges the Traditional Owners and their custodianship of the lands on which UQ is situated. —
        Reconciliation at UQ
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